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+ Codex=

….. Food Code …..

• Intergovernmental Joint FAO of United Nations & WHO body

• Global Ref. point for Consumers, Food Producers / Processors, 
National Food Control Agencies and International Food Trade

• Codex standards accepted under WTO Agreements

• 185 members countries + 1 member Organization (EU) 
• Cover 99.3% of world’s population

• Codex mandate is to develop international food standards:
• To protect the health of consumers
• To facilitate fair trade practices in the food trade
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Scientific Basis of Risk Analysis is Integral to Codex 
decision-making process

Health & Safety aspects - Codex decisions & recommendations are 
based on risk assessment

Sound Science-based Food Safety risk assessment step process;
documented in a transparent manner

Risk Assessment and Risk Management functionally separated

Risk assessment use available Quantitative Info to greatest extent 
possible and risk characterizations presented in readily 
understandable & useful form
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Main Principles for developing scientific advise

Excellence
Independence
Transparency
Universality
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Codex Elaboration Process
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Codex Functioning

Inclusive
Transparent
Democratic
Consensus

Time & Resource Intensive



Codex – Relevance to member countries

Scientific Principles based on Risk Analysis
– Safety paramount : Protecting health of consumers
– Independent global Risk Assessment based scientific advice
– Proportionate standards (to risk)

Consensus-based approach 
– Inter-Governmental Consultative & Transparent process

Reference standards in WTO

Voluntary standards but significant benefits to enrich 
national legislations (esp. for developing world)

– Flexible to apply, Small business interests, 
– Resources/Time saving, Trade facilitative while scientific-risk based
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Source: KPMG notes on India (2009), Times of India, Govt. websites

52% cultivable land 
(World average 11%)

All 15 major climates 
in the world exist in 

India 

46 out of 60 soil types 
exist in India

20 agri-climatic 
regions 

Sunshine hours and 
day length are 

ideally suited for 
round the year 

cultivation 
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Milk, Pulses
Tea, Spices
Livestock population
Mango

Wheat, Rice
Fruits, Vegetables
Sugarcane

Coarse grains
Edible oilseeds

Poultry

7 Marine 

10% world’s arable land (160mhectare); 1/5 world’s irrigated land
3rd largest producer of agriculture commodities

World Share of Agri production :

• Mango 50%
• Tea 28%
• Milk 15%
• Fruits 10%
• Vegetables 10%
• Cashew 36%
• Banana 20%

9500 medicinal/aromatic plants species
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1. USA
2. France
3. Netherlands
4. Germany
5. Belgium
6. Spain
7. Brazil
8. Canada
9. Italy
10. China
19. India ($4b)

1. USA
2. Germany
3. Japan
4. UK
5. France
6. Italy
7. Netherlands
8. China
9. Belgium
10. Spain
19. India ($3.8b)

Global Trade just 1.5%; Opportunity = High
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Regulatory Transition

PFA
Adulteration

FSSA
Safety Based

1954-Now

Now - Future



General Principles – Food Safety 
(Food Safety & Standards Act section 18)

Safety is paramount 

– ALOP: Appropriate Level of Protection of human life & health
– Protection of consumers interest 
– Fair-Trade practices

Scientific - Risk based framework approach

– Risk Assessment  & Management  Functional separated
– Proportionate regulatory measures (no more restrictive to trade 

than required to achieve ALOP)

Framing regulations & standards should consider:

– Prevalent practices / conditions (Agri, storage, transport conditions)
– International standards and practices



General Food Safety Principles: FSSA & Codex

Codex FSSA
Safety paramount

– ALOP human life & health
– Protect consumers interest
– Fair trade Practice

Scientific risk approach
RA & RM functional separation
Proportionate measures 
(no more restrictive to trade than required to achieve ALOP)

International standards
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Codex Scorecard

Commodity standards 200+
Commodity related texts 46
Food Labeling 9
Food Hygiene 5
Food safety risk management 3
Sampling and Analysis 15
Inspection & certification procedures 8
Animal food production 6
Contaminants in foods 14
Food Additive >1500 (~300 FA)
Food additives related texts 7
ML – Pesticide Residues >3000 (218)
ML – Residue Veterinary Drugs 441 (54 vet drugs)
Regional guidelines 3

1962: Commission becomes Joint FAO/WHO Programme, 1963: First session was held
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Codex Scorecard
Harmonization of      
Indian regulations 
opportunity exists

Commodity standards 200+
Commodity related texts 46
Food Labeling 9
Food Hygiene 5
Food safety risk management 3
Sampling and Analysis 15
Inspection & certification procedures 8
Animal food production 6
Contaminants in foods 14
Food Additive >1500
Food additives related texts 7
ML – Pesticide Residues >3000 
ML – Residue Veterinary Drugs 441 (54 vet drugs)
Regional guidelines 3

1962: Commission becomes Joint FAO/WHO Programme, 1963: First session was held



How can you help in this journey?
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Proposals …

Participate
Participate
Participate
Participate
Participate
Participate
Participate

Participate before it is too late….

www.codexalimentarius.org

www.fssai.gov.in

www.ficci.com

Freely available…..

Make IMPACT…!

Thank you all

http://www.codexalimentarius.org/
http://www.fssai.gov.in/
http://www.ficci.com/
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